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FAC 2001-12 SUMMARY 
 

 Federal Acquisition Circular (FAC) 2001-12 amends the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) as specified below: 
 
Procurements for Defense Against or Recovery from Terrorism  
or Nuclear, Biological, Chemical or Radiological Attack  
(FAR Case 2002-026) 
 
 This interim rule revises the Federal Acquisition Regulation 
(FAR) in order to implement Sections 852 through 856 and Section 
858 of the Homeland Security Act (Pub. L. 107-296).  Those 
sections increase the amount of the micro-purchase threshold and 
the simplified acquisition threshold for procurements and provide 
streamlined procedures for acquisitions of supplies or services 
by or for an executive agency that, as determined by the head of 
the executive agency, are to be used to facilitate defense 
against or recovery from terrorism or nuclear, biological, 
chemical, or radiological attack.  The special increased 
thresholds and authorities under the Act apply to acquisitions 
resulting from solicitations issued before November 25, 2003. 
 
Replacement pages:  2.1-3 thru 2.1-14; 10.0-1 and 10.0-2; 12.1-1 
and 12.1-2; 13.1-1 thru 13.1-6; 13.2-1 and 13.2-2; 13.5-1 and 
13.5-2; 19.5-1 thru 19.5-4; 19.8-3 thru 19.8-8; 19.9-1 and  
19.9-2; 19.13-1 and 19.13-2; and 25.11-1 and 25.11-2. 
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“Consent to subcontract” means the contracting officer’s
written consent for the prime contractor to enter into a partic-
ular subcontract.

“Construction” means construction, alteration, or repair
(including dredging, excavating, and painting) of buildings,
structures, or other real property.  For purposes of this defini-
tion, the terms “buildings, structures, or other real property”
include, but are not limited to, improvements of all types,
such as bridges, dams, plants, highways, parkways, streets,
subways, tunnels, sewers, mains, power lines, cemeteries,
pumping stations, railways, airport facilities, terminals,
docks, piers, wharves, ways, lighthouses, buoys, jetties,
breakwaters, levees, canals, and channels.  Construction
does not include the manufacture, production, furnishing,
construction, alteration, repair, processing, or assembling of
vessels, aircraft, or other kinds of personal property.

“Contingency operation” (10 U.S.C. 101(a)(13)) means a
military operation that—

(1) Is designated by the Secretary of Defense as an
operation in which members of the armed forces are or may
become involved in military actions, operations, or hostili-
ties against an enemy of the United States or against an
opposing military force; or

(2) Results in the call or order to, or retention on,
active duty of members of the uniformed services under sec-
tion 688, 12301(a), 12302, 12304, 12305, or 12406 of 10
U.S.C., chapter 15 of 10 U.S.C, or any other provision of law
during a war or during a national emergency declared by the
President or Congress.

“Continued portion of the contract” means the portion of
a contract that the contractor must continue to perform fol-
lowing a partial termination.

“Contract” means a mutually binding legal relationship
obligating the seller to furnish the supplies or services
(including construction) and the buyer to pay for them.  It
includes all types of commitments that obligate the Govern-
ment to an expenditure of appropriated funds and that,
except as otherwise authorized, are in writing.  In addition to
bilateral instruments, contracts include (but are not limited
to) awards and notices of awards; job orders or task letters
issued under basic ordering agreements; letter contracts;
orders, such as purchase orders, under which the contract
becomes effective by written acceptance or performance;
and bilateral contract modifications.  Contracts do not
include grants and cooperative agreements covered by 31
U.S.C. 6301, et seq.  For discussion of various types of con-
tracts, see Part 16.

“Contract administration office” means an office that per-
forms—

(1) Assigned postaward functions related to the admin-
istration of contracts; and

(2) Assigned preaward functions.

“Contract clause” or “clause” means a term or condition
used in contracts or in both solicitations and contracts, and
applying after contract award or both before and after award.

“Contract modification” means any written change in the
terms of a contract (see 43.103).

“Contracting” means purchasing, renting, leasing, or oth-
erwise obtaining supplies or services from nonfederal
sources.  Contracting includes description (but not determi-
nation) of supplies and services required, selection and solic-
itation of sources, preparation and award of contracts, and all
phases of contract administration.  It does not include mak-
ing grants or cooperative agreements.

“Contracting activity” means an element of an agency
designated by the agency head and delegated broad authority
regarding acquisition functions.

“Contracting office” means an office that awards or exe-
cutes a contract for supplies or services and performs post-
award functions not assigned to a contract administration
office (except for use in Part 48, see also 48.001).

“Contracting officer” means a person with the authority
to enter into, administer, and/or terminate contracts and
make related determinations and findings.  The term
includes certain authorized representatives of the contracting
officer acting within the limits of their authority as delegated
by the contracting officer.  “Administrative contracting
officer (ACO)” refers to a contracting officer who is admin-
istering contracts.  “Termination contracting officer (TCO)”
refers to a contracting officer who is settling terminated con-
tracts.  A single contracting officer may be responsible for
duties in any or all of these areas.  Reference in this regula-
tion (48 CFR Chapter 1) to administrative contracting officer
or termination contracting officer does not—

(1) Require that a duty be performed at a particular
office or activity; or

(2) Restrict in any way a contracting officer in the per-
formance of any duty properly assigned.

“Conviction” means a judgment or conviction of a crimi-
nal offense by any court of competent jurisdiction, whether
entered upon a verdict or a plea, and includes a conviction
entered upon a plea of nolo contendere.  For use in Subpart
23.5, see the definition at 23.503.

“Cost or pricing data” (10 U.S.C. 2306a(h)(1) and 41
U.S.C. 254b) means all facts that, as of the date of price
agreement or, if applicable, an earlier date agreed upon
between the parties that is as close as practicable to the date
of agreement on price, prudent buyers and sellers would rea-
sonably expect to affect price negotiations significantly.
Cost or pricing data are data requiring certification in accor-
dance with 15.406-2.  Cost or pricing data are factual, not
judgmental; and are verifiable.  While they do not indicate
the accuracy of the prospective contractor’s judgment about
estimated future costs or projections, they do include the
data forming the basis for that judgment.  Cost or pricing
data are more than historical accounting data; they are all the
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“Offeror” means offeror or bidder.
“Option” means a unilateral right in a contract by which,

for a specified time, the Government may elect to purchase
additional supplies or services called for by the contract, or
may elect to extend the term of the contract.

“Organizational conflict of interest” means that because
of other activities or relationships with other persons, a per-
son is unable or potentially unable to render impartial assis-
tance or advice to the Government, or the person’s
objectivity in performing the contract work is or might be
otherwise impaired, or a person has an unfair competitive
advantage.

“Overtime” means time worked by a contractor’s
employee in excess of the employee’s normal workweek.

“Overtime premium” means the difference between the
contractor’s regular rate of pay to an employee for the shift
involved and the higher rate paid for overtime.  It does not
include shift premium, i.e., the difference between the con-
tractor's regular rate of pay to an employee and the higher
rate paid for extra-pay-shift work.

“Ozone-depleting substance” means any substance the
Environmental Protection Agency designates in 40 CFR part
82 as—

(1) Class I, including, but not limited to, chlorofluoro-
carbons, halons, carbon tetrachloride, and methyl chloro-
form; or

(2) Class II, including, but not limited to, hydrochlo-
rofluorocarbons.

“Partial termination” means the termination of a part, but
not all, of the work that has not been completed and accepted
under a contract.

“Performance-based contracting” means structuring all
aspects of an acquisition around the purpose of the work to
be performed with the contract requirements set forth in
clear, specific, and objective terms with measurable out-
comes as opposed to either the manner by which the work is
to be performed or broad and imprecise statements of work.

“Personal services contract” means a contract that, by its
express terms or as administered, makes the contractor per-
sonnel appear to be, in effect, Government employees (see
37.104).

“Pollution prevention” means any practice that—
(1)(i) Reduces the amount of any hazardous substance,

pollutant, or contaminant entering any waste stream or other-
wise released into the environment (including fugitive emis-
sions) prior to recycling, treatment, or disposal; and

(ii) Reduces the hazards to public health and the
environment associated with the release of such substances,
pollutants, and contaminants;

(2) Reduces or eliminates the creation of pollutants
through increased efficiency in the use of raw materials,
energy, water, or other resources; or

(3) Protects natural resources by conservation.

“Possessions” includes the Virgin Islands, Johnston
Island, American Samoa, Guam, Wake Island, Midway
Island, and the Guano Islands, but does not include Puerto
Rico, leased bases, or trust territories. 

“Power of attorney” means the authority given one person
or corporation to act for and obligate another, as specified in
the instrument creating the power; in corporate suretyship,
an instrument under seal that appoints an attorney-in-fact to
act in behalf of a surety company in signing bonds (see also
“attorney-in-fact” at 28.001).

“Preaward survey” means an evaluation of a prospective
contractor’s capability to perform a proposed contract.

“Preponderance of the evidence” means proof by infor-
mation that, compared with that opposing it, leads to the con-
clusion that the fact at issue is more probably true than not.

“Pricing” means the process of establishing a reasonable
amount or amounts to be paid for supplies or services.

“Procurement” (see “acquisition”).
“Procuring activity” means a component of an executive

agency having a significant acquisition function and desig-
nated as such by the head of the agency.  Unless agency reg-
ulations specify otherwise, the term “procuring activity” is
synonymous with “contracting activity.”

“Projected average loss” means the estimated long-term
average loss per period for periods of comparable exposure
to risk of loss.

“Proper invoice” means an invoice that meets the mini-
mum standards specified in 32.905(b).

“Purchase order,” when issued by the Government, means
an offer by the Government to buy supplies or services,
including construction and research and development, upon
specified terms and conditions, using simplified acquisition
procedures.

“Qualification requirement” means a Government
requirement for testing or other quality assurance demonstra-
tion that must be completed before award of a contract.

“Qualified products list (QPL)” means a list of products
that have been examined, tested, and have satisfied all appli-
cable qualification requirements.

“Receiving report” means written evidence that indicates
Government acceptance of supplies delivered or services
performed (see Subpart 46.6). Receiving reports must meet
the requirements of 32.905(c).

“Recovered material” means waste materials and by-
products recovered or diverted from solid waste, but the term
does not include those materials and by-products generated
from, and commonly reused within, an original manufactur-
ing process.  For use in Subpart 11.3 for paper and paper
products, see the definition at 11.301.

“Renewable energy” means energy produced by solar,
wind, geothermal, and biomass power.

“Renewable energy technology” means—
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(1) Technologies that use renewable energy to provide
light, heat, cooling, or mechanical or electrical energy for
use in facilities or other activities; or

(2) The use of integrated whole-building designs that
rely upon renewable energy resources, including passive
solar design.

“Residual value” means the proceeds, less removal and
disposal costs, if any, realized upon disposition of a tangible
capital asset.  It usually is measured by the net proceeds from
the sale or other disposition of the asset, or its fair value if
the asset is traded in on another asset.  The estimated resid-
ual value is a current forecast of the residual value. 

“Responsible audit agency” means the agency that is
responsible for performing all required contract audit ser-
vices at a business unit.

“Responsible prospective contractor” means a contractor
that meets the standards in 9.104.

“Segment” means one of two or more divisions, product
departments, plants, or other subdivisions of an organization
reporting directly to a home office, usually identified with
responsibility for profit and/or producing a product or ser-
vice.  The term includes—

(1) Government-owned contractor-operated (GOCO)
facilities; and 

(2) Joint ventures and subsidiaries (domestic and for-
eign) in which the organization has—

(i) A majority ownership; or
(ii) Less than a majority ownership, but over which

it exercises control.
“Self-insurance” means the assumption or retention of the

risk of loss by the contractor, whether voluntarily or involun-
tarily.  Self-insurance includes the deductible portion of pur-
chased insurance.

“Senior procurement executive” means the individual
appointed pursuant to section 16(3) of the Office of Federal
Procurement Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 414(3)) who is responsi-
ble for management direction of the acquisition system of
the executive agency, including implementation of the
unique acquisition policies, regulations, and standards of the
executive agency.

“Service-disabled veteran-owned small business con-
cern”—

(1) Means a small business concern—
(i) Not less than 51 percent of which is owned by

one or more service-disabled veterans or, in the case of any
publicly owned business, not less than 51 percent of the
stock of which is owned by one or more service-disabled
veterans; and

(ii) The management and daily business operations
of which are controlled by one or more service-disabled vet-
erans or, in the case of a veteran with permanent and severe
disability, the spouse or permanent caregiver of such veteran.

(2) Service-disabled veteran means a veteran, as
defined in 38 U.S.C. 101(2), with a disability that is service-
connected, as defined in 38 U.S.C. 101(16).

“Shall” means the imperative.
“Shipment” means freight transported or to be trans-

ported.
“Shop drawings” means drawings submitted by the con-

struction contractor or a subcontractor at any tier or required
under a construction contract, showing in detail either or
both of the following:

(1) The proposed fabrication and assembly of struc-
tural elements.

(2) The installation (i.e., form, fit, and attachment
details) of materials or equipment.

“Should” means an expected course of action or policy
that is to be followed unless inappropriate for a particular
circumstance.

“Signature” or “signed” means the discrete, verifiable
symbol of an individual that, when affixed to a writing with
the knowledge and consent of the individual, indicates a
present intention to authenticate the writing.  This includes
electronic symbols.

“Simplified acquisition procedures” means the methods
prescribed in Part 13 for making purchases of supplies or
services.

“Simplified acquisition threshold” means $100,000,
except that—

(1) In the case of any contract to be awarded and per-
formed, or purchase to be made outside the United States in
support of a contingency operation or a humanitarian or
peacekeeping operation, the term means $200,000; or

(2) For acquisitions of supplies or services that, as
determined by the head of the agency are to be used to facili-
tate defense against or recovery from terrorism (defined at
Public Law 107-296, Sec. 2) or nuclear, biological, chemi-
cal, or radiological attack—

(i) For any agency, in support of a humanitarian or
peacekeeping or a contingency operation if initiated by a
solicitation issued from January 24, 2003, to November 24,
2003 (Pub. L. 107-296, Sec. 853(a)), the term means—

(A) $200,000 for any contract to be awarded and
performed, or purchase to be made, inside the United States;
and

(B) $300,000 for any contract to be awarded and
performed, or purchase to be made, outside the United
States.

(ii) By or for the Department of Defense in support
of a contingency operation if award is made and funds are
obligated on or before September 30, 2003 (Pub. L. 107-107,
Sec. 836(a)(1)(B)), the term means—

(A) $250,000 for any contract to be awarded and
performed, or purchase to be made, inside the United States;
and
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(B) $500,000 for any contract to be awarded and
performed, or purchase to be made, outside the United
States.

“Single, Governmentwide point of entry,” means the one
point of entry to be designated by the Administrator of OFPP
that will allow the private sector to electronically access pro-
curement opportunities Governmentwide.

“Small business subcontractor” means a concern, includ-
ing affiliates, that for subcontracts valued at—

(1) $10,000 or less, does not have more than 500
employees; and

(2) More than $10,000, does not have employees or
average annual receipts exceeding the size standard in 13
CFR part 121 (see 19.102) for the product or service it is
providing on the subcontract. 

“Small disadvantaged business concern” (except for
52.212-3(c)(2) and 52.219-1(b)(2) for general statistical pur-
poses and 52.212-3(c)(7)(ii), 52.219-22(b)(2), and 52.219-
23(a) for joint ventures under the price evaluation adjust-
ment for small disadvantaged business concerns), means an
offeror that represents, as part of its offer, that it is a small
business under the size standard applicable to the acquisi-
tion; and either—

(1) It has received certification as a small disadvan-
taged business concern consistent with 13 CFR part 124,
subpart B; and

(i) No material change in disadvantaged ownership
and control has occurred since its certification;

(ii) Where the concern is owned by one or more dis-
advantaged individuals, the net worth of each individual
upon whom the certification is based does not exceed
$750,000 after taking into account the applicable exclusions
set forth at 13 CFR 124.104(c)(2); and

(iii) It is identified, on the date of its representation,
as a certified small disadvantaged business concern in the
data base maintained by the Small Business Administration
(PRO-Net); or

(2) For a prime contractor, it has submitted a com-
pleted application to the Small Business Administration or a
private certifier to be certified as a small disadvantaged busi-
ness concern in accordance with 13 CFR part 124, subpart B,
and a decision on that application is pending, and that no
material change in disadvantaged ownership and control has
occurred since it submitted its application. In this case, a
contractor must receive certification as a small disadvan-
taged business by the Small Business Administration prior to
contract award.

“Sole source acquisition” means a contract for the pur-
chase of supplies or services that is entered into or proposed
to be entered into by an agency after soliciting and negotiat-
ing with only one source.

“Solicitation” means any request to submit offers or quo-
tations to the Government.  Solicitations under sealed bid

procedures are called “invitations for bids.” Solicitations
under negotiated procedures are called “requests for propos-
als.” Solicitations under simplified acquisition procedures
may require submission of either a quotation or an offer.

“Solicitation provision or provision” means a term or
condition used only in solicitations and applying only before
contract award.

“Source selection information” means any of the follow-
ing information that is prepared for use by an agency for the
purpose of evaluating a bid or proposal to enter into an
agency procurement contract, if that information has not
been previously made available to the public or disclosed
publicly:

(1) Bid prices submitted in response to an agency invi-
tation for bids, or lists of those bid prices before bid opening.

(2) Proposed costs or prices submitted in response to
an agency solicitation, or lists of those proposed costs or
prices.

(3) Source selection plans.
(4) Technical evaluation plans.
(5) Technical evaluations of proposals.
(6) Cost or price evaluations of proposals.
(7) Competitive range determinations that identify pro-

posals that have a reasonable chance of being selected for
award of a contract.

(8) Rankings of bids, proposals, or competitors.
(9) Reports and evaluations of source selection panels,

boards, or advisory councils.
(10) Other information marked as “Source Selection

Information—See FAR 2.101 and 3.104” based on a case-
by-case determination by the head of the agency or the con-
tracting officer, that its disclosure would jeopardize the
integrity or successful completion of the Federal agency pro-
curement to which the information relates.

“Special competency” means a special or unique capabil-
ity, including qualitative aspects, developed incidental to the
primary functions of the Federally Funded Research and
Development Centers to meet some special need.

“State and local taxes” means taxes levied by the States,
the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, possessions of the
United States, or their political subdivisions.

“Substantial evidence” means information sufficient to
support the reasonable belief that a particular act or omission
has occurred.

“Substantially as follows” or “substantially the same as,”
when used in the prescription and introductory text of a pro-
vision or clause, means that authorization is granted to pre-
pare and utilize a variation of that provision or clause to
accommodate requirements that are peculiar to an individual
acquisition; provided that the variation includes the salient
features of the FAR provision or clause, and is not inconsis-
tent with the intent, principle, and substance of the FAR pro-
vision or clause or related coverage of the subject matter.
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“Supplemental agreement” means a contract modification
that is accomplished by the mutual action of the parties.

“Supplies” means all property except land or interest in
land.  It includes (but is not limited to) public works, build-
ings, and facilities; ships, floating equipment, and vessels of
every character, type, and description, together with parts
and accessories; aircraft and aircraft parts, accessories, and
equipment; machine tools; and the alteration or installation
of any of the foregoing.

“Surety” means an individual or corporation legally liable
for the debt, default, or failure of a principal to satisfy a con-
tractual obligation.  The types of sureties referred to are as
follows:

(1) An individual surety is one person, as distinguished
from a business entity, who is liable for the entire penal
amount of the bond.

(2) A corporate surety is licensed under various insur-
ance laws and, under its charter, has legal power to act as
surety for others.

(3) A cosurety is one of two or more sureties that are
jointly liable for the penal sum of the bond. A limit of liabil-
ity for each surety may be stated. 

“Suspension” means action taken by a suspending official
under 9.407 to disqualify a contractor temporarily from Gov-
ernment contracting and Government-approved subcontract-
ing; a contractor that is disqualified is “suspended.”

“Task order” means an order for services placed against
an established contract or with Government sources.

“Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)” means the num-
ber required by the IRS to be used by the offeror in reporting
income tax and other returns.  The TIN may be either a
Social Security Number or an Employer Identification Num-
ber.

“Termination for convenience” means the exercise of the
Government’s right to completely or partially terminate per-
formance of work under a contract when it is in the Govern-
ment’s interest.

“Termination for default” means the exercise of the Gov-
ernment’s right to completely or partially terminate a con-
tract because of the contractor’s actual or anticipated failure
to perform its contractual obligations.

“Terminated portion of the contract” means the portion of
a contract that the contractor is not to perform following a
partial termination.  For construction contracts that have
been completely terminated for convenience, it means the
entire contract, notwithstanding the completion of, and pay-
ment for, individual items of work before termination.

“Unallowable cost” means any cost that, under the provi-
sions of any pertinent law, regulation, or contract, cannot be
included in prices, cost-reimbursements, or settlements
under a Government contract to which it is allocable.

“Unique and innovative concept,” when used relative to
an unsolicited research proposal, means that—

(1) In the opinion and to the knowledge of the Govern-
ment evaluator, the meritorious proposal—

(i) Is the product of original thinking submitted
confidentially by one source;

(ii) Contains new, novel, or changed concepts,
approaches, or methods; 

(iii) Was not submitted previously by another; and
(iv) Is not otherwise available within the Federal

Government.
(2) In this context, the term does not mean that the

source has the sole capability of performing the research.
“United States,” when used in a geographic sense, means

the 50 States and the District of Columbia, except as follows:
(1) For use in Subpart 22.8, see the definition at

22.801.
(2) For use in Subpart 22.10, see the definition at

22.1001.
(3) For use in Subpart 22.13, see the definition at

22.1301.
(4) For use in Part 25, see the definition at 25.003.
(5) For use in Subpart 47.4, see the definition at

47.401.
“Unsolicited proposal” means a written proposal for a

new or innovative idea that is submitted to an agency on the
initiative of the offeror for the purpose of obtaining a con-
tract with the Government, and that is not in response to a
request for proposals, Broad Agency Announcement, Small
Business Innovation Research topic, Small Business Tech-
nology Transfer Research topic, Program Research and
Development Announcement, or any other Government-ini-
tiated solicitation or program.

“Value engineering” means an analysis of the functions of
a program, project, system, product, item of equipment,
building, facility, service, or supply of an executive agency,
performed by qualified agency or contractor personnel,
directed at improving performance, reliability, quality,
safety, and life-cycle costs (Section 36 of the Office of Fed-
eral Procurement Policy Act, 41 U.S.C. 401, et seq.). For use
in the clause at 52.248-2, see the definition at 52.248-2(b).

“Value engineering change proposal (VECP)”—
(1) Means a proposal that—

(i) Requires a change to the instant contract to
implement; and 

(ii) Results in reducing the overall projected cost to
the agency without impairing essential functions or charac-
teristics, provided, that it does not involve a change—

(A) In deliverable end item quantities only;
(B) In research and development (R&D) items

or R&D test quantities that are due solely to results of previ-
ous testing under the instant contract; or

(C) To the contract type only.
(2) For use in the clauses at—

(i) 52.248-2, see the definition at 52.248-2(b); and
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(ii) 52.248-3, see the definition at 52.248-3(b).
“Veteran-owned small business concern” means a small

business concern—
(1) Not less than 51 percent of which is owned by one

or more veterans (as defined at 38 U.S.C. 101(2)) or, in the
case of any publicly owned business, not less than 51 percent
of the stock of which is owned by one or more veterans; and

(2) The management and daily business operations of
which are controlled by one or more veterans.

“Virgin material” means—
(1) Previously unused raw material, including previ-

ously unused copper, aluminum, lead, zinc, iron, other metal
or metal ore; or 

(2) Any undeveloped resource that is, or with new
technology will become, a source of raw materials.

“Warranty” means a promise or affirmation given by a
contractor to the Government regarding the nature, useful-

ness, or condition of the supplies or performance of services
furnished under the contract.

“Waste reduction” means preventing or decreasing the
amount of waste being generated through waste prevention,
recycling, or purchasing recycled and environmentally pref-
erable products.

“Women-owned small business concern” means a small
business concern—

(1) That is at least 51 percent owned by one or more
women; or, in the case of any publicly owned business, at
least 51 percent of the stock of which is owned by one or
more women; and

(2) Whose management and daily business operations
are controlled by one or more women.

“Writing” or “written” (see “in writing”).
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